21 Jul 10
CADET TRAINING - CLASSIFICATIONS AND SYLLABUS UPDATE
Introduction
1.
This is the second update on the revised classifications and aviation training syllabus. As stated in the previous update, the content of the revised syllabus will be introduced over the coming year. Training material will be available from Sep 10 for Sqns to use, if they wish, but the examination process will be available later.
Classification Badges
2.
From 1 Sep 10, all those who hold the classification of Staff Cadet Part 1 will be permitted to wear the new Master Air Cadet badge. Stocks of these badges are at HQAC and will be distributed shortly.
3.
Those who are Staff Cadets will continue to wear the yellow lanyard, but not the Master Air Cadet badge. From 1 Sep 10, yellow lanyards will only be awarded to those who successfully complete the Cadet Methods of Instruction Course and assessment. Cadets must be either Staff Cadet Part 1 or Master Air Cadet to be eligible for this course.
4.
Cadets who achieve the current syllabus for both Senior Cadet and Staff Cadet Part 1 by 31 Aug 11 will be entitled to wear the Master Air Cadet badge. From 1 Sep 11 all cadets will have to complete the revised syllabus and the additional subjects for Senior and Master Air Cadet (one extra subject for each) in order to be classified as a Senior Cadet or Master Air Cadet. Examination papers for the current syllabus will continue to be available until 31 Aug 11.
Training Material
5.
Sets of learning materials are being uploaded to Ultilearn and more will be uploaded before Sep 10. These are relevant to both the current and revised syllabus so can be used to support both. From 1 Sep 10 Sqns can start using the revised learning material as soon as they wish.
6.
Details of available learning material and where to find them will be given in the next training update.
Examinations
7.
Electronic exams and the paper based exam process for the revised syllabus, with the necessary Bader interface has been unavoidably delayed. However, the revised examinations process will be in place later this year.
8.
To ensure that all Sqns will have access to the new examination process and all cadets are afforded the same opportunity to undertake these examinations, this new process needs to be trialled and tested before widespread use. This can only occur once the Bader/Ultilearn process has been created. Further training updates will report on progress. However, the current syllabus and examination process will continue to be available until 31 Aug 11, after which it will cease to be available and all Sqns will need to be operating with the revised syllabus and assessment process.
9.
The first Bader/Ultilearn examinations to be released will be for the Leading Cadet subjects. 
10.
From 1 Sep 10 an updated First Class Cadet Assessment process will be available as an interim paper process. An electronic version will become available at a later date. 
BTEC in Aviation Studies
11.
The BTEC in Aviation Studies is still undergoing the approval process with the awarding body, Sector Skills Council and government regulator. This overall process of accreditation has been ongoing for over 2 years as part of the 3-yearly accreditation.  

12.
Whilst an updated and enhanced qualification is desirable, the current qualification will remain available to cater for those who have undertaken or are still undertaking the current syllabus.

13.
Between 1 Sep 10 and 31 Aug 11, cadets can achieve Master Air Cadet by completing the content of the current Staff Cadet Part 1 syllabus. However, these cadets will only be eligible for the current BTEC in Aviation Studies. If a cadet completes subjects from the revised Senior/Master Air Cadet syllabus they will be eligible for the upgraded BTEC, when this becomes available.
Conclusion
14.
The revised aviation training syllabus and assessment process will be phased in during the next year, all the time running in parallel with the current syllabus and examination process. This will allow Sqns to introduce these revisions when they are able to so. As soon as the electronic examinations method is available for use, cadets will have the flexibility of online assessment, or a paper-based version on demand and downloaded at anytime. In the meantime, all new learning material will be valid for both the current and revised syllabuses.
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